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 Week 4:  

Grace—Do I Still Need To Obey God? 
 

 

So far we’ve learned the following: 

 God’s grace in Christ not only saves us—It also empowers us, changes us, and sustains us as 

we live for Him. In fact, there is no aspect of the Christian life that is not enabled by grace.  

 To fully appreciate grace, we must recognize the magnitude of our sin. It’s not just that we 

don’t deserve God’s love and favor, we deserve the opposite—God’s wrath and punishment.  

 Seeing ourselves as “holy and blameless” before God should grant us freedom from despair, 

confidence to approach God, and boldness to go out and proclaim the Gospel of peace. 

 We will struggle to embrace God’s grace if we have an incorrect view of God, are unwilling 

to show grace to others, or mistakenly believe we must contribute to paying for our sins. 

 God owes us nothing, yet He blesses us abundantly and graciously. Therefore, we should 

always be thankful for what we have and never jealous of what God has given to others. 

 Living by grace requires accepting the fact that God is sovereign in dispensing His favors 

and owes us no explanation when He doesn’t do things the way that we think He should. 

 

Today’s Focus:  Rightly understood, the grace we receive through Christ should motivate us to 

joyfully and lovingly live a life devoted to pursuing God and walking in obedience to Him.  

 

“Living by grace instead of works means you are free from the performance treadmill. It means 

God has already given you an A when you deserve an F. He has already given you a full day’s pay 

even though you may have worked only one hour. It means you don’t have to perform certain 

spiritual disciplines to earn God’s approval…You are loved and accepted by God through the merit 

of Jesus. Nothing you ever do will cause Him to love you any more or any less.”  (Jerry Bridges, 

Transforming Grace) 

 

How does this emphasis on God’s free and sovereign grace make you feel?   

 

 

 

Does it leave you with any sort of uneasiness for yourself or others? Why? 
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The Bible recognizes the possibility that God’s grace can be misunderstood and abused: 

 

“For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this condemnation, 

ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our only Master and 

Lord, Jesus Christ.”  (Jude 4) 

 

“What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?”  (Romans 6:1) 

 

“For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the 

flesh, but through love serve one another.”  (Galatians 5:13) 

 

In an attempt to protect against taking advantage of God’s grace, it is easy to become 

legalistic and believe that obedience to God is required in order to be accepted by Him—

both for ourselves and others. What examples of this have you seen? 

 

 

 

In Romans 7:4-6, Paul says we died to the law through the work of Christ. 

 
[4] Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you 

may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear 

fruit for God. [5] For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were 

at work in our members to bear fruit for death. [6] But now we are released from the law, having 

died to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old 

way of the written code.  (Romans 7:4-6) 

 

For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes 

knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:20) 

 

For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. (Rom. 6:14) 

 

According to Romans 3:20 and 6:14, in what sense have we “died to the law”?  

 

 

What value does the law still have? 

 

 

Looking back at Romans 7:4-6, what’s now expected of those who have died to the law? 
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Titus 2:11-14 tells us what “the grace of God” does in God’s people. What effect should 

experiencing the “grace of God” have upon our lives?  What is the role of grace in this 

process?  What is our role? 

 

 [11] For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, [12] training us to 

renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in 

the present age, [13] waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Savior Jesus Christ, [14] who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for 

himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. (Titus 2:11-14) 

 

 

 

Clearly God still calls us to walk in obedience. But God is also concerned about why we obey: 

 

“Because you did not serve the LORD your God with joyfulness and gladness of heart, because of 

the abundance of all things, therefore you shall serve your enemies…” (Deut. 28:47-48) 

 

“Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to 

light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart.”  (1 Corin. 4:5) 

 

“The fundamental character of God’s law has not changed. What has changed is our reason for 

obedience…Under legalism, obedience is done to with a view to meriting salvation or God’s 

blessing on our lives. Under grace, obedience is done as a loving response to salvation already 

provided in Christ, and the assurance that, having provided salvation, God will also through Christ 

provide all else that we need.” (Jerry Bridges, Transforming Grace) 

 

Why do you think our motives are so important to God?   

 

 

 

From the following verses, what are some wrong motives for “doing good”? 

 

“Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did 

not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the glory that 

comes from man more than the glory that comes from God.”  (John 12:42-43) 

 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 

God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

  

“… every man who accepts circumcision…is obligated to keep the whole law. You are severed from 

Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace.” (Galatians 5:3-4) 
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What other wrong motives could undermine apparently good actions? 

 

 

 

From the following verses, identify some godly motives for obeying God and doing good: 

 

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” (Romans 12:1) 

 

“Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body 

and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.” (2 Corinthians 7:1) 

 

“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you 

will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.” (Colossians 3:23-24) 

 

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 

give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) 

 

“By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 

commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his 

commandments are not burdensome.” (1 John 5:2-3) 

 

What other good motives could people have for obeying God? 

 

 

 

How should properly understanding God’s grace and the purpose of His commands shape 

our attitude toward God’s commands? 

 

 

 

“In the way of your testimonies I delight as much as in all riches.” (Psalm 119:14) 

 

When God saves us, “He gives us a new heart and puts a new spirit within us—a spirit that loves 

righteousness and hates sin. He puts His own Spirit within us and moves us to follow His decrees 

and follow His law; that is, God gives us a growing desire to obey Him. We no longer have an 

aversion to the commands of God, even though we may not always obey them. Instead of being 

irksome to us, they have now become agreeable to us…This radical and dramatic change in our 

attitude toward God’s commands is a gift of His grace, brought about solely by the working of the 

Holy Spirit within us.” (Jerry Bridges, Transforming Grace.) 
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John 14:15, 21, and 23 tell us that our love for God should result in obedience to God. Why is 

obedience such an important way to express our love for God?  

 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments….Whoever has my commandments and keeps 

them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him 

and manifest myself to him…If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love 

him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.”  (John 14:15, 21, 23) 

 

 

 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 says that all who live under grace should be controlled by the love of 

Christ. How does “the love of Christ control” those who follow Christ?  

 

“For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, 

therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves 

but for him who for their sake died and was raised.” (2 Corinthians 5:14-15) 

 

 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 tells how Paul is praying for a group of believers. From these verses, 

what’s the process of obedience? The ultimate goal of obedience? 

 

 “To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and may 

fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his power, so that the name of our Lord 

Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord 

Jesus Christ.”  (2 Thessalonians 1:11-12) 

 

 

 

What should you do if you don’t see within yourself a heart that desires to obey God joyfully, 

as a glad response to His love, out of gratitude for all the grace He’s shown you? 

 Examine your heart. Are you truly saved? Do you have faith that Christ not only saved you 

from sin, but that He is better and greater and more satisfying than sin of any form? 

 Do what Paul does in 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12—Pray that God will be at work in your heart, 

giving you the desire and resolve to gladly live for Christ out of the power of His grace. 

 Spend time reflecting on the difference between what you deserve for your sin and what 

God has given you in Christ. The proper response to abundant grace is abundant love. 

 Focus on and memorize promises of Scripture which remind you that the greatest joy is to 

be found in pursuing God and His ways, such as Psalm 16:11 or Psalm 35:9.  


