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Open:   What motivates you to pray for global missions? 

 

Read Matthew 9:35-38. 

 

1. What do verses 35 and 36 tell us about the values and character of Jesus?  Based on verse 36, 

how does Jesus feel about those who are not among His followers?  When you think about 

non-Christians, what feelings do you tend to have towards them? 

 

2. Jesus’ response to seeing lost people in the world is to do something to see them reached 

with the Gospel.  (In Matthew 9:37-38, Jesus encourages prayer.  Then in Luke 10:1-7, Jesus 

calls and sends out workers with the Gospel.)  How do you tend to respond when you are 

made aware of the number of unreached people in the world and the lack of workers seeking 

to reach them?  Why do think you tend to respond this way? 

 

3. Jesus tells His followers to pray “earnestly” that God would send out laborers (v. 38).  What 

would be another way of describing “earnest” prayer?  What word would you use to describe 

the way in which you pray for the advance of the Gospel in the world?  If you’re not already 

doing so, what might it take for you to begin praying “earnestly” about such things? 

 

Read Ephesians 6:18b-20, Colossians 4:3-4, and 2 Thessalonians 3:1. 

 

4. What things does Paul ask other believers to pray for on his behalf?  Far more often than 

asking prayer for those who need to hear the Gospel, Paul asks prayer for those who proclaim 

the Gospel.  Why do you think Paul believes this is important?  How do you see Jesus doing 

something similar in Matthew 9:37?  What might happen if you began to pray for bolder and 

clearer proclamation of the Gospel by yourself and others in your group?  What would help 

your group to pray this way regularly? 

 

5. Do you have any tools or practices that you use to help you pray for God’s work among the 

nations?  What might you do to begin to pray more faithfully for global missions? 

 

Pray:  Spend extended time as a group praying for God’s work in the world. Here are some ideas: 

 Pick up a copy of the “Prayer for the Nations” guide at the Welcome Center—then pray. 

 Download a copy of this month’s “Prayer for the Nations” guide here: 

http://www.neighborhoodac.org/media/prayerforthenations.pdf —then pray. 

 Share some prayer requests of missionaries you know—then pray. 

 Use a newspaper or website to identify situations in the world needing prayer—then pray. 

http://www.neighborhoodac.org/media/prayerforthenations.pdf


Matthew 9:35-38. 

35 And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming 

the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. 36 When he saw the crowds, 

he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 

37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray 

earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

 

Ephesians 6:18b-20. 

18b To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 19 and also for 

me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the 

gospel. 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak. 

 

Colossians 4:3-4. 

3 At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the 

mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison—4 that I may make it clear, which is how I ought 

to speak. 

 

2 Thessalonians 3:1. 

Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as 

happened among you. 

 


