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The Beauty of Freedom in Christ and Slavery to Christ 
September 19, 2021 

 

Open:  Why do we value freedom and not slavery?    

Read & Discuss:   John 8:31-36  

1. In what sense is anyone who “practices sin” a “slave to sin,” as Jesus says in verse 34? Why are those 
in this state often unaware of their predicament, as the Jews themselves seem to be in verses 33? 

2. In verse 32, Jesus says “the truth will set you free.” How does verse 32 along with verse 36 help us 
to understand the truth of which Jesus speaks? How would you explain this concept of Jesus 
setting us free when sharing the Gospel with someone? 

Read & Discuss:   Luke 9:23-24 

3. If, according to John 8:36 we have freedom through Christ, how would you pair that truth with the 
words of Jesus in Luke 9:23-24?  

Read & Discuss:   Romans 6:17-23  

4. From these verses 19, 21 and 23, what is the natural course for those who act as “slaves of sin”? 
What is the anticipated course for those who are “slaves of God”? 

5. Slavery is normally viewed negatively. If Paul is speaking of being “slaves to righteousness” (v. 18) 
as a good thing, why do you think he would use the word “slaves”?  

6. Is it possible for true freedom to be found in the absence of rules and discipline? Why or why not? 
How does our slavery to Christ provide true freedom? 

Read & Discuss:   Galatians 5:1, 13  

7. Paul warns us to not “submit again to a yoke of slavery” (v. 1) Why are we so often prone to want to 
return to the slavery of the law as a way to justify ourselves? 

8. Paul also warns us to not use our “freedom as an opportunity for the flesh” (v. 13) What problems 
might occur in our relationship with Christ if we only emphasize our “freedom in Christ”? What 
problems might occur if we only emphasize our “slavery to Christ”? How might you help a new 
believer develop a balanced perspective on this?   

Apply: How would you explain why it is beautiful that we have both “freedom in Christ” and “slavery to 
Christ”? How should this impact how we live?     

Pray: Pray that we would all better appreciate the beauty of our position as free, yet slaves.  



John 8:31-36 

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 
disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are 
offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will 
become free’?” 

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 
slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you 
will be free indeed. (ESV) 

Luke 9:23-24 

23 And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily 
and follow me. 24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will 
save it. (ESV) 

Romans 6:17-23 

17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to 
the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 18 and, having been set free from sin, have 
become slaves of righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. 
For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more 
lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification. 

20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 But what fruit were you 
getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is 
death. 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you 
get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (ESV) 

Galatians 5:1, 13 

1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke 
of slavery…. 13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. (ESV) 

 


