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What personal holiness

How personal holiness gets

Why personal holiness is

Deuteronomy 7:1-26

T"When the LORD your God brings you into the land that you are entering to take possession of it, and clears away
many nations before you, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the
Jebusites, seven nations more numerous and mightier than you, 2and when the LORD your God gives them over to you,
and you defeat them, then you must devote them to complete destruction. You shall make no covenant with them and
show no mercy to them. 3 You shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking their
daughters for your sons, 4 for they would turn away your sons from following me, to serve other gods. Then the anger
of the LORD would be kindled against you, and he would destroy you quickly. ®> But thus shall you deal with them: you
shall break down their altars and dash in pieces their pillars and chop down their Asherim and burn their carved images
with fire.

®“For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured
possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 It was not because you were more in number than
any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, & but it is
because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out
with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. ° Know
therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love
him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations, '®and repays to their face those who hate him, by
destroying them. He will not be slack with one who hates him. He will repay him to his face. " You shall therefore be
careful to do the commandment and the statutes and the rules that | command you today.

12”And because you listen to these rules and keep and do them, the LORD your God will keep with you the covenant
and the steadfast love that he swore to your fathers. > He will love you, bless you, and multiply you. He will also bless
the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground, your grain and your wine and your oil, the increase of your herds
and the young of your flock, in the land that he swore to your fathers to give you. '*You shall be blessed above all
peoples. There shall not be male or female barren among you or among your livestock. ' And the LORD will take away
from you all sickness, and none of the evil diseases of Egypt, which you knew, will he inflict on you, but he will lay them
on all who hate you. '® And you shall consume all the peoples that the LORD your God will give over to you. Your eye
shall not pity them, neither shall you serve their gods, for that would be a snare to you.



7"1f you say in your heart, ‘These nations are greater than I. How can | dispossess them?' ® you shall not be afraid of
them but you shall remember what the LORD your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt, '° the great trials that your eyes
saw, the signs, the wonders, the mighty hand, and the outstretched arm, by which the LORD your God brought you out.
So will the LORD your God do to all the peoples of whom you are afraid. 2° Moreover, the LORD your God will send
hornets among them, until those who are left and hide themselves from you are destroyed. %! You shall not be in dread
of them, for the LORD your God is in your midst, a great and awesome God. 2> The LORD your God will clear away these
nations before you little by little. You may not make an end of them at once, lest the wild beasts grow too numerous for
you. 23 But the LORD your God will give them over to you and throw them into great confusion, until they are destroyed.
24 And he will give their kings into your hand, and you shall make their name perish from under heaven. No one shall be
able to stand against you until you have destroyed them. 2> The carved images of their gods you shall burn with fire.
You shall not covet the silver or the gold that is on them or take it for yourselves, lest you be ensnared by it, for it is an
abomination to the LORD your God. 26 And you shall not bring an abominable thing into your house and become
devoted to destruction like it. You shall utterly detest and abhor it, for it is devoted to destruction. (ESV)

Personal Reflection or Group Discussion Questions

Open: Describe a tool or item you owned that became so dirty or corroded that it could no longer serve its
purpose? How does this serve as an analogy of what happens when we fail to maintain our spiritual health?

Read: Deuteronomy 7:1-5

1. What specific things does God command Israel to do or not do with the inhabitants of the land they are
going in to possess? Why is such drastic action necessary (See 7:4, as well as Deut 9:4 and 18:12.) Do these
commands and this rationale feel reasonable to you? Why or why not?

2. Some Christians have taught that interracial marriage is unbiblical. Does the context of the passage
warrant this? Does this passage have any applicable significance for Christian marriage today?

Read: Deuteronomy 7:6-11

3. What does it mean for Israel to be a “people holy to the Lord"? (See Lev 11:44, 20:26.) The New Testament
commonly refers to believers as “saints,” literally “holy ones.” (As in T Cor 1:2 or Eph 1:1.) What can
Christians learn from Israel about what it means to live out our "holy calling”? (See 2 Tim 1:9.)

4. What reason does God give for why He chose Israel as His people (vv. 7-8)? How is this intended to shape
the attitude and disposition with which God'’s people live out their holy calling?

Read: Deuteronomy 7:12-16

5. lsrael’s receiving of material blessing was contingent on their obedience (vv. 11-12). Does this make God's
love for Israel a conditional love? Explain. Should we expect material blessings from God when we obey His
commands? Why or why not?

6. What kinds of blessings are promised to Christians? (See 1 Cor 4:17-5:1; Eph 1:1-14; 1 Pet 1:3-5) Would it be
right to call these “immaterial” blessings? How would you describe them?

Read: Deuteronomy 7:17-26

7. The Israelites are warned to not covet the silver and gold idols of those around them, or to even bring
these things into their house (vv. 25-26). What would have been the danger in doing so? What are some
“abominable things” in our culture that you should not “bring into your house”?

8. The Israelites are told they should “utterly detest and abhor” these abominable things (v. 26). How does
this disposition comprise an important part of holy living? As you reflect on your own heart and life, to
what degree do you "abhor what is evil” (as in Rom 12:9) in your pursuit of holiness?



