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The Good News Has Come  
December 26, 2021 

 
Open:  In what way do you think Mark is different from the other Gospels? What do you know about 

Mark, the author? 

Read:  Mark 1:1-13 

Discuss: 

1. What elements strike you about the way Mark starts his Gospel account? What other 
significant biblical events happened in the wilderness? (For example, see Exodus 34:28, 
Deuteronomy 8:2, 1 Kings 19:8.) How does the connection between the Old Testament and 
Mark’s Gospel account add to our understanding of the good news? 

2. What surprises you when comparing your understanding of cultural norms with the ministry of 
John the Baptist, as described in verses 4-8? What potential lessons are there for us in John’s 
example? What are some practical applications of John’s statement in verse 7 for us today?  

3. How is baptism a significant component in following God? How would you explain to a new 
believer what it means that Jesus has baptized us with the Holy Spirit (v. 8)? Why do you think 
Jesus chose to be baptized (v. 9)? Why do we continue to practice water baptism today? 

4. How does the description of Jesus’ baptism in verses 9-11 help us understand the work of the 
Trinity in redemption? How can these verses help us avoid some potential heresies? What 
stands out to you about the words of the Father to the Son in verse 11?  

5. What might we learn about spiritual life from Mark’s brief account of Jesus’ wilderness 
temptation (vv. 12-13)? How should this event shape the way we think about Jesus? How 
should it shape the way we view temptation? 

Apply:  What do you hope to learn and/or experience as we go through our series in Mark? 

Pray:   Ask God to help us root the good news of Jesus deeper into our everyday lives. Pray that we, 
like John the Baptist, would go and make Jesus known. 



Mark 1:1–13 

[1] The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
[2] As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 

 

 “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

  who will prepare your way, 

 [3] the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight,’” 

 
[4] John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. [5] And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were 

being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. [6] Now John was clothed with camel’s 

hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. [7] And he preached, 

saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to 

stoop down and untie. [8] I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 
[9] In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. [10] And 

when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit 

descending on him like a dove. [11] And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you 

I am well pleased.” 

 
[12] The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. [13] And he was in the wilderness forty 

days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to 

him. (ESV) 
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 [3] the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight,’” 

 
[4] John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. [5] And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were 

being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. [6] Now John was clothed with camel’s 

hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. [7] And he preached, 

saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to 

stoop down and untie. [8] I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 
[9] In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. [10] And 

when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit 

descending on him like a dove. [11] And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you 

I am well pleased.” 

 
[12] The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. [13] And he was in the wilderness forty 

days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to 

him. (ESV) 
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[2] As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 

 

 “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

  who will prepare your way, 

 [3] the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight,’” 

 
[4] John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. [5] And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were 

being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. [6] Now John was clothed with camel’s 

hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. [7] And he preached, 

saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to 

stoop down and untie. [8] I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 
[9] In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. [10] And 

when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit 

descending on him like a dove. [11] And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you 

I am well pleased.” 

 
[12] The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. [13] And he was in the wilderness forty 

days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to 

him. (ESV) 
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Mark, the author? 

Read:  Mark 1:1-13 

Discuss: 
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Pray:   Ask God to help us root the good news of Jesus deeper into our everyday lives. Pray that we, 
like John the Baptist, would go and make Jesus known. 
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