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DĂƌŬ�ϭ͗ϭϰ-ϰϱ 
ϭϰ EŽǁ�ĂŌĞƌ�:ŽŚŶ�ǁĂƐ�ĂƌƌĞƐƚĞĚ͕�:ĞƐƵƐ ĐĂŵĞ�ŝŶƚŽ�'ĂůŝůĞĞ͕�ƉƌŽĐůĂŝŵŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŽƐƉĞů�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ͕ ϭϱ ĂŶĚ�ƐĂǇŝŶŐ͕ ͞dŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�ŝƐ�
ĨƵůĮůůĞĚ͕�ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ�ŬŝŶŐĚŽŵ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ�ŝƐ�Ăƚ�ŚĂŶĚ͖ ƌĞƉĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŽƐƉĞů͘͟ 

 
ϭϲ WĂƐƐŝŶŐ�ĂůŽŶŐƐŝĚĞ�ƚŚĞ�^ĞĂ�ŽĨ�'ĂůŝůĞĞ͕�ŚĞ�ƐĂǁ�^ŝŵŽŶ�ĂŶĚ��ŶĚƌĞǁ�ƚŚĞ�ďƌŽƚŚĞƌ�ŽĨ�^ŝŵŽŶ�ĐĂƐƟŶŐ�Ă�ŶĞƚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĂ͕�
ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĮƐŚĞƌŵĞŶ͘ ϭϳ �ŶĚ�:ĞƐƵƐ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŵ͕ ͞&ŽůůŽǁ�ŵĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�/�ǁŝůů�ŵĂŬĞ�ǇŽƵ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ ĮƐŚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ŵĞŶ͘͟ ϭϴ �ŶĚ�
ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇ�ƚŚĞǇ�ůĞŌ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŶĞƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽůůŽǁĞĚ�Śŝŵ͘ ϭϵ �ŶĚ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�Ă�ůŝƩůĞ�ĨĂƌƚŚĞƌ͕�ŚĞ�ƐĂǁ�:ĂŵĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽŶ�ŽĨ��ĞďĞĚĞĞ�
ĂŶĚ�:ŽŚŶ�ŚŝƐ�ďƌŽƚŚĞƌ͕�ǁŚŽ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ďŽĂƚ�ŵĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞƚƐ͘ ϮϬ �ŶĚ�ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇ�ŚĞ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƚŚĞŵ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ůĞŌ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨĂƚŚĞƌ��ĞďĞĚĞĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽĂƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŝƌĞĚ�ƐĞƌǀĂŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽůůŽǁĞĚ�Śŝŵ͘ 

 
Ϯϭ �ŶĚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁĞŶƚ�ŝŶƚŽ��ĂƉĞƌŶĂƵŵ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇ ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�^ĂďďĂƚŚ ŚĞ�ĞŶƚĞƌĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐǇŶĂŐŽŐƵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĂƐ�ƚĞĂĐŚͲ
ŝŶŐ͘ ϮϮ �ŶĚ ƚŚĞǇ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĂƐƚŽŶŝƐŚĞĚ�Ăƚ�ŚŝƐ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ͕ ĨŽƌ�ŚĞ�ƚĂƵŐŚƚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĂƐ�ŽŶĞ�ǁŚŽ�ŚĂĚ��ƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽƚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐĐƌŝďĞƐ͘ Ϯϯ �ŶĚ�ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁĂƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐǇŶĂŐŽŐƵĞ�Ă�ŵĂŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂŶ�ƵŶĐůĞĂŶ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚ͘��ŶĚ�ŚĞ�ĐƌŝĞĚ�ŽƵƚ͕ Ϯϰ ͞tŚĂƚ�
ŚĂǀĞ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƵƐ͕�:ĞƐƵƐ�ŽĨ�EĂǌĂƌĞƚŚ͍�,ĂǀĞ�ǇŽƵ�ĐŽŵĞ�ƚŽ�ĚĞƐƚƌŽǇ�ƵƐ͍ /�ŬŶŽǁ�ǁŚŽ�ǇŽƵ�ĂƌĞ—ƚŚĞ�,ŽůǇ�KŶĞ�ŽĨ�
'ŽĚ͘͟ Ϯϱ �Ƶƚ�:ĞƐƵƐ ƌĞďƵŬĞĚ�Śŝŵ͕�ƐĂǇŝŶŐ͕ ͞�Ğ�ƐŝůĞŶƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŵĞ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�Śŝŵ͊͟ Ϯϲ �ŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƵŶĐůĞĂŶ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚ͕ ĐŽŶǀƵůƐŝŶŐ�Śŝŵ�
ĂŶĚ ĐƌǇŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ůŽƵĚ�ǀŽŝĐĞ͕�ĐĂŵĞ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�Śŝŵ͘ Ϯϳ �ŶĚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁĞƌĞ�Ăůů ĂŵĂǌĞĚ͕�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶĞĚ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�
ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ͕�ƐĂǇŝŶŐ͕�͞tŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚŝƐ͍ ��ŶĞǁ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ��ƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ͊�,Ğ�ĐŽŵŵĂŶĚƐ�ĞǀĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƵŶĐůĞĂŶ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞǇ�
ŽďĞǇ�Śŝŵ͘͟ Ϯϴ �ŶĚ�Ăƚ�ŽŶĐĞ�ŚŝƐ�ĨĂŵĞ�ƐƉƌĞĂĚ�ĞǀĞƌǇǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�'ĂůŝůĞĞ͘ 

 
Ϯϵ �ŶĚ�ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇ�ŚĞ ůĞŌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐǇŶĂŐŽŐƵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶƚĞƌĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�^ŝŵŽŶ�ĂŶĚ��ŶĚƌĞǁ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�:ĂŵĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�
:ŽŚŶ͘ ϯϬ EŽǁ ^ŝŵŽŶΖƐ�ŵŽƚŚĞƌ-ŝŶ-ůĂǁ�ůĂǇ�ŝůů�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ĨĞǀĞƌ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƚŽůĚ�Śŝŵ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŚĞƌ  ͘ϯϭ �ŶĚ�ŚĞ�ĐĂŵĞ�
ĂŶĚ ƚŽŽŬ�ŚĞƌ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĂŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ůŝŌĞĚ�ŚĞƌ�ƵƉ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĞǀĞƌ�ůĞŌ�ŚĞƌ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐŚĞ�ďĞŐĂŶ�ƚŽ�ƐĞƌǀĞ�ƚŚĞŵ͘ 

 
ϯϮ dŚĂƚ�ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ�Ăƚ�ƐƵŶĚŽǁŶ�ƚŚĞǇ�ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�Śŝŵ�Ăůů�ǁŚŽ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƐŝĐŬ�Žƌ ŽƉƉƌĞƐƐĞĚ�ďǇ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐ͘ ϯϯ �ŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŚŽůĞ�ĐŝƚǇ�
ǁĂƐ�ŐĂƚŚĞƌĞĚ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽŽƌ͘ ϯϰ �ŶĚ�ŚĞ�ŚĞĂůĞĚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ǁŚŽ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƐŝĐŬ�ǁŝƚŚ�ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ�ĚŝƐĞĂƐĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐĂƐƚ�ŽƵƚ�ŵĂŶǇ�
ĚĞŵŽŶƐ͘��ŶĚ ŚĞ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŶŽƚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ƐƉĞĂŬ͕�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŬŶĞǁ�Śŝŵ͘ 

 
ϯϱ �ŶĚ�ƌŝƐŝŶŐ�ǀĞƌǇ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ͕�ǁŚŝůĞ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƐƟůů�ĚĂƌŬ͕�ŚĞ�ĚĞƉĂƌƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞŶƚ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŽ�Ă�ĚĞƐŽůĂƚĞ�ƉůĂĐĞ͕�
ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŚĞ�ƉƌĂǇĞĚ͘ ϯϲ �ŶĚ�^ŝŵŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�ǁĞƌĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�Śŝŵ�ƐĞĂƌĐŚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�Śŝŵ͕ ϯϳ ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�Śŝŵ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂŝĚ�
ƚŽ�Śŝŵ͕ ͞�ǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ�ŝƐ�ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵ͘͟ ϯϴ �ŶĚ�ŚĞ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŵ͕ ͞>Ğƚ�ƵƐ�ŐŽ�ŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�ƚŽǁŶƐ͕�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ŵĂǇ�ƉƌĞĂĐŚ�
ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂůƐŽ͕�ĨŽƌ ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ǁŚǇ�/�ĐĂŵĞ�ŽƵƚ͘͟ ϯϵ �ŶĚ ŚĞ�ǁĞŶƚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�Ăůů�'ĂůŝůĞĞ͕�ƉƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐǇŶĂŐŽŐƵĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ĐĂƐƟŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐ͘ 

 
ϰϬ �ŶĚ�Ă�ůĞƉĞƌ ĐĂŵĞ�ƚŽ�Śŝŵ͕�ŝŵƉůŽƌŝŶŐ�Śŝŵ͕�ĂŶĚ ŬŶĞĞůŝŶŐ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�Śŝŵ͕ ͞/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝůů͕�ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ŵĂŬĞ�ŵĞ�ĐůĞĂŶ͘͟ ϰϭ DŽǀĞĚ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ƉŝƚǇ͕�ŚĞ�ƐƚƌĞƚĐŚĞĚ�ŽƵƚ�ŚŝƐ�ŚĂŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽƵĐŚĞĚ�Śŝŵ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�Śŝŵ͕ ͞/�ǁŝůů͖�ďĞ�ĐůĞĂŶ͘͟ ϰϮ �ŶĚ�ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞƉͲ
ƌŽƐǇ�ůĞŌ�Śŝŵ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞ�ǁĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĐůĞĂŶ͘ ϰϯ �ŶĚ :ĞƐƵƐ ƐƚĞƌŶůǇ�ĐŚĂƌŐĞĚ�Śŝŵ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞŶƚ�Śŝŵ�ĂǁĂǇ�Ăƚ�ŽŶĐĞ͕ ϰϰ ĂŶĚ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�
Śŝŵ͕ ͞^ĞĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĂǇ�ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĂŶǇŽŶĞ͕�ďƵƚ�ŐŽ  ͕ƐŚŽǁ�ǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝĞƐƚ�ĂŶĚ ŽīĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐůĞĂŶƐŝŶŐ�ǁŚĂƚ�DŽͲ
ƐĞƐ�ĐŽŵŵĂŶĚĞĚ͕ ĨŽƌ�Ă�ƉƌŽŽĨ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŵ͘͟ ϰϱ �Ƶƚ�ŚĞ�ǁĞŶƚ�ŽƵƚ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞŐĂŶ�ƚŽ�ƚĂůŬ�ĨƌĞĞůǇ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŝƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƉƌĞĂĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁƐ͕�
ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�:ĞƐƵƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŶŽ�ůŽŶŐĞƌ�ŽƉĞŶůǇ�ĞŶƚĞƌ Ă�ƚŽǁŶ͕�ďƵƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŽƵƚ�ŝŶ ĚĞƐŽůĂƚĞ�ƉůĂĐĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĐŽŵŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�Śŝŵ�
ĨƌŽŵ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ƋƵĂƌƚĞƌ͘ 



God’s Kingdom Now  
January 2, 2022 

 
Open:  Our passage today deals with the authority of Christ. Think of those people who have (or have 

had) authority over you. Do you tend to respond to authority positively or negatively? Explain.  

Read & Discuss:  Mark 1:14-20 

1. According to Mark, Jesus’ public ministry began by His proclamation of the Gospel (v. 14). 
“Gospel” is a familiar term to many Christians, but it is not always clearly understood. In your 
group, try to identify the necessary elements of the Gospel. 

2. What do you think Jesus means by saying that “the time is fulfilled” (v. 15)? We often think of 
the kingdom of God as a future entity, yet Jesus says “the kingdom is at hand” (v. 15). Why? Is 
God’s kingdom a conscious reality in your daily life? Explain.  

3. Jesus calls people to respond to the Gospel with repentance and belief (v. 15). In what way are 
these both important aspects of Gospel faith? What problems might arise if someone 
responded to the Gospel with only one of these? How would you go about explaining the 
meaning and importance of these two terms to a new believer? 

4. Two pairs of brothers are called by Jesus to follow him (vv. 16-20). His plan is to make them 
“fishers of men” (v. 17). What might this tell us about the ministry of Jesus and the nature of 
the kingdom of God? 

Read & Discuss:  Mark 1:21-45 

5. In verses 21-45, Jesus demonstrates His authority in His teaching (vv. 21-22), in His command 
of demonic spirits (vv. 23-28, 32-34), and in His power to heal (vv. 30-34, 40-45). How might 
each of these have been important to Jesus ministry? (See John 2:11; 3:2; 6:2; 7:31; 9:16; 11:47-
48; 12:18) How do these demonstrations of authority relate to His announcement in verse 15? 

6. After a time of much activity, Jesus retreats to a quiet place. What do Jesus’ actions and words 
in verse 35-39 reveal about His priorities? To what extent should we share in these priorities? 

7. Given all we’ve learned of Jesus so far, why do you think Jesus still needed to pray (v. 35)? How 
would you use this passage to impress upon a new believer the importance of prayer? 

Apply:  What stands out to you about Jesus in this passage? How will you respond? 

Pray:   Ask God to work in us so that we might more fully submit ourselves to Jesus’ authority and 
welcome His work of making us all “fishers of men.” 



Mark 1:14-45 

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net 
into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you 
become fishers of men.” 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 And going on a 
little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending 
the nets. 20 And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the 
hired servants and followed him. 

21 And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the synagogue and 
was teaching. 22 And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had 
authority, and not as the scribes. 23 And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an 
unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24 “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come 
to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, 
and come out of him!” 26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, 
came out of him. 27 And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, 
“What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey 
him.” 28 And at once his fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee. 

29 And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James 
and John. 30 Now Simon's mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told him about 
her. 31 And he came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and the fever left her, and she began 
to serve them. 

32 That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed by demons. 33 And the 
whole city was gathered together at the door. 34 And he healed many who were sick with various 
diseases, and cast out many demons. And he would not permit the demons to speak, because they 
knew him. 

35 And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate 
place, and there he prayed. 36 And Simon and those who were with him searched for him, 37 and they 
found him and said to him, “Everyone is looking for you.” 38 And he said to them, “Let us go on to the 
next towns, that I may preach there also, for that is why I came out.” 39 And he went throughout all 
Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons. 

40 And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will, you can make me 
clean.” 41 Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, “I will; be 
clean.” 42 And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. 43 And Jesus sternly charged 
him and sent him away at once, 44 and said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show 
yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof to 
them.” 45 But he went out and began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus 
could no longer openly enter a town, but was out in desolate places, and people were coming to him 
from every quarter. (ESV)  


