


EĞŚĞŵŝĂŚ�ϰ 

ϰ  EŽǁ�ǁŚĞŶ ^ĂŶďĂůůĂƚ�ŚĞĂƌĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂůů͕�ŚĞ�ǁĂƐ�ĂŶŐƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŐƌĞĂƚůǇ�ĞŶƌĂŐĞĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�
ŚĞ�ũĞĞƌĞĚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�:ĞǁƐ͘ Ϯ �ŶĚ�ŚĞ�ƐĂŝĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ŚŝƐ�ďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƌŵǇ�ŽĨ ^ĂŵĂƌŝĂ͕�
͞tŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĨĞĞďůĞ�:ĞǁƐ�ĚŽŝŶŐ͍�tŝůů�ƚŚĞǇ�ƌĞƐƚŽƌĞ�ŝƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ͍�tŝůů�ƚŚĞǇ�ƐĂĐƌŝĮĐĞ͍�tŝůů�ƚŚĞǇ�
ĮŶŝƐŚ�ƵƉ�ŝŶ�Ă�ĚĂǇ͍�tŝůů�ƚŚĞǇ�ƌĞǀŝǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚŽŶĞƐ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂƉƐ�ŽĨ�ƌƵďďŝƐŚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ďƵƌŶĞĚ�ŽŶĞƐ�Ăƚ�
ƚŚĂƚ͍͟ ϯ dŽďŝĂŚ�ƚŚĞ��ŵŵŽŶŝƚĞ�ǁĂƐ�ďĞƐŝĚĞ�Śŝŵ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞ�ƐĂŝĚ͕�͞zĞƐ͕�ǁŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ—ŝĨ�Ă�ĨŽǆ�
ŐŽĞƐ�ƵƉ�ŽŶ�ŝƚ�ŚĞ�ǁŝůů�ďƌĞĂŬ�ĚŽǁŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐƚŽŶĞ�ǁĂůů͊͟ ϰ ,ĞĂƌ͕ �K�ŽƵƌ�'ŽĚ͕�ĨŽƌ�ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�ĚĞƐƉŝƐĞĚ  ͘dƵƌŶ�ďĂĐŬ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƚĂƵŶƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�ŚĞĂĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŐŝǀĞ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƉůƵŶĚĞƌĞĚ�ŝŶ�Ă�ůĂŶĚ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ĐĂƉͲ
ƟǀĞƐ͘ ϱ �Ž�ŶŽƚ�ĐŽǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŐƵŝůƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ůĞƚ�ŶŽƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐŝŶ�ďĞ�ďůŽƩĞĚ�ŽƵƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƐŝŐŚƚ͕�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�
ƉƌŽǀŽŬĞĚ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĂŶŐĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ďƵŝůĚĞƌƐ͘ 
 
ϲ ^Ž�ǁĞ�ďƵŝůƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂůů͘��ŶĚ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂůů�ǁĂƐ�ũŽŝŶĞĚ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ŚĂůĨ�ŝƚƐ�ŚĞŝŐŚƚ͕�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŚĂĚ�Ă�
ŵŝŶĚ�ƚŽ�ǁŽƌŬ͘ 
 
ϳ  �Ƶƚ�ǁŚĞŶ ^ĂŶďĂůůĂƚ�ĂŶĚ�dŽďŝĂŚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ��ƌĂďƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ��ŵŵŽŶŝƚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ��ƐŚĚŽĚŝƚĞƐ�ŚĞĂƌĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƉĂŝƌŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂůůƐ�ŽĨ�:ĞƌƵƐĂůĞŵ�ǁĂƐ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ďƌĞĂĐŚĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�
ďĞ�ĐůŽƐĞĚ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁĞƌĞ�ǀĞƌǇ�ĂŶŐƌǇ͘ ϴ �ŶĚ�ƚŚĞǇ�Ăůů�ƉůŽƩĞĚ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĮŐŚƚ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�:ĞƌƵƐĂůĞŵ�
ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ĐĂƵƐĞ�ĐŽŶĨƵƐŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ŝƚ͘ ϵ �ŶĚ�ǁĞ�ƉƌĂǇĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŽƵƌ�'ŽĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞƚ�Ă�ŐƵĂƌĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�
ƚŚĞŵ�ĚĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŶŝŐŚƚ͘ 
 
ϭϬ /Ŷ�:ƵĚĂŚ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƐĂŝĚ͕�͞dŚĞ�ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�ďĞĂƌ�ƚŚĞ�ďƵƌĚĞŶƐ�ŝƐ�ĨĂŝůŝŶŐ͘�dŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ƚŽŽ�ŵƵĐŚ�ƌƵďͲ
ďůĞ͘��Ǉ�ŽƵƌƐĞůǀĞƐ�ǁĞ�ǁŝůů�ŶŽƚ�ďĞ�ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƌĞďƵŝůĚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂůů͘͟ ϭϭ �ŶĚ�ŽƵƌ�ĞŶĞŵŝĞƐ�ƐĂŝĚ͕�͞dŚĞǇ�ǁŝůů�ŶŽƚ�
ŬŶŽǁ�Žƌ�ƐĞĞ�Ɵůů�ǁĞ�ĐŽŵĞ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĂŶĚ�Ŭŝůů�ƚŚĞŵ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚŽƉ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌŬ͘͟ ϭϮ �ƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�:ĞǁƐ�
ǁŚŽ�ůŝǀĞĚ�ŶĞĂƌ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĐĂŵĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ăůů�ĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�ƵƐ�ƚĞŶ�ƟŵĞƐ͕�͞zŽƵ�ŵƵƐƚ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶ�ƚŽ�ƵƐ͘͟ ϭϯ ^Ž�
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽǁĞƐƚ�ƉĂƌƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉĂĐĞ�ďĞŚŝŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂůů͕�ŝŶ�ŽƉĞŶ�ƉůĂĐĞƐ͕�/�ƐƚĂƟŽŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ĐůĂŶƐ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐǁŽƌĚƐ͕�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐƉĞĂƌƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ďŽǁƐ͘ ϭϰ �ŶĚ�/�ůŽŽŬĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƌŽƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽͲ
ďůĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŽĸĐŝĂůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕ ͞�Ž�ŶŽƚ�ďĞ�ĂĨƌĂŝĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŵ͘�ZĞŵĞŵďĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�
>ŽƌĚ͕ ǁŚŽ�ŝƐ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂǁĞƐŽŵĞ͕ ĂŶĚ�ĮŐŚƚ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵƌ�ďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐ͕�ǇŽƵƌ�ƐŽŶƐ͕�ǇŽƵƌ�ĚĂƵŐŚƚĞƌƐ͕�ǇŽƵƌ�ǁŝǀĞƐ͕�
ĂŶĚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŚŽŵĞƐ͘͟ 
 
ϭϱ tŚĞŶ�ŽƵƌ�ĞŶĞŵŝĞƐ�ŚĞĂƌĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŬŶŽǁŶ�ƚŽ�ƵƐ ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�'ŽĚ�ŚĂĚ�ĨƌƵƐƚƌĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉůĂŶ͕�ǁĞ�Ăůů�
ƌĞƚƵƌŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂůů͕�ĞĂĐŚ�ƚŽ�ŚŝƐ�ǁŽƌŬ͘ ϭϲ &ƌŽŵ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚĂǇ�ŽŶ͕�ŚĂůĨ�ŽĨ�ŵǇ�ƐĞƌǀĂŶƚƐ�ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�ŽŶ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐͲ
ƟŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂůĨ�ŚĞůĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉĞĂƌƐ͕�ƐŚŝĞůĚƐ͕�ďŽǁƐ͕�ĂŶĚ ĐŽĂƚƐ�ŽĨ�ŵĂŝů͘��ŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ�ƐƚŽŽĚ�ďĞŚŝŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�
ǁŚŽůĞ�ŚŽƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�:ƵĚĂŚ͕ ϭϳ ǁŚŽ�ǁĞƌĞ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂůů͘�dŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�ĐĂƌƌŝĞĚ�ďƵƌĚĞŶƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ůŽĂĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�
ƐƵĐŚ�Ă�ǁĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĞĂĐŚ�ůĂďŽƌĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌŬ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŽŶĞ�ŚĂŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞůĚ�ŚŝƐ�ǁĞĂƉŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ͘  ϭϴ �ŶĚ�
ĞĂĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ďƵŝůĚĞƌƐ�ŚĂĚ�ŚŝƐ�ƐǁŽƌĚ�ƐƚƌĂƉƉĞĚ�Ăƚ�ŚŝƐ�ƐŝĚĞ�ǁŚŝůĞ�ŚĞ�ďƵŝůƚ͘�dŚĞ�ŵĂŶ�ǁŚŽ�ƐŽƵŶĚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƚƌƵŵƉĞƚ�ǁĂƐ�ďĞƐŝĚĞ�ŵĞ͘ ϭϵ �ŶĚ�/�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŽ ƚŚĞ�ŶŽďůĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŽĸĐŝĂůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕�
͞dŚĞ�ǁŽƌŬ�ŝƐ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŝĚĞůǇ�ƐƉƌĞĂĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂůů͕�ĨĂƌ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŽŶĞ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ͘  ϮϬ /Ŷ�
ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĞĂƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽƵŶĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌƵŵƉĞƚ͕�ƌĂůůǇ�ƚŽ�ƵƐ�ƚŚĞƌĞ͘ KƵƌ�'ŽĚ�ǁŝůů�ĮŐŚƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐ͘͟ 
Ϯϭ ^Ž�ǁĞ�ůĂďŽƌĞĚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌŬ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂůĨ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŵ�ŚĞůĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉĞĂƌƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ďƌĞĂŬ�ŽĨ�ĚĂǁŶ�ƵŶƟů�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƌƐ�
ĐĂŵĞ�ŽƵƚ͘ ϮϮ /�ĂůƐŽ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƟŵĞ͕�͞>Ğƚ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ŵĂŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝƐ�ƐĞƌǀĂŶƚ�ƉĂƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŝŐŚƚ�
ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�:ĞƌƵƐĂůĞŵ͕�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�Ă�ŐƵĂƌĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐ�ďǇ�ŶŝŐŚƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂǇ�ůĂďŽƌ�ďǇ�ĚĂǇ͘͟ Ϯϯ ^Ž�ŶĞŝƚŚĞƌ�/�ŶŽƌ�
ŵǇ�ďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ŶŽƌ�ŵǇ�ƐĞƌǀĂŶƚƐ�ŶŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƵĂƌĚ�ǁŚŽ�ĨŽůůŽǁĞĚ�ŵĞ͕�ŶŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƵƐ�ƚŽŽŬ�Žī�ŽƵƌ�
ĐůŽƚŚĞƐ͖ ĞĂĐŚ�ŬĞƉƚ�ŚŝƐ�ǁĞĂƉŽŶ�Ăƚ�ŚŝƐ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ŚĂŶĚ͘ 
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Open:  Share about a time you’ve seen what you thought was a good endeavor crumble under the 

weight of opposition. 

Read & Discuss:  Nehemiah 4:1-23 

1. Sanballat and Tobiah are two prominent leaders of the opposition against the building of the 

wall around Jerusalem. As you read verses 1-3, what words would you use to describe their 

comments to the Jews? How might you have responded to such opposition?  

2. How would you summarize Nehemiah’s prayer to God in verses 4-5? From Nehemiah’s 

perspective, what seems to be the main offense of those who oppose the rebuilding of the 

wall? Would it be appropriate for a Christian to pray in this way? Why or why not? 

3. As the opposition against the Jews intensifies (vv. 7-8), how is Nehemiah’s approach in verse 9 

both spiritual and practical? Share about an occasion when your circumstances required you to 

react similarly. How do we go about keeping these two aspects in proper balance? 

4. The threats of the opposition incited fear among the Jews (v. 10-12). How does Nehemiah 

attempt to overcome their apprehensions (v. 13-14)? What counsel would you give to people 

who struggle with fear in the face of opposition? 

5. Verses 6, 9, and 15-23 all reflect the perseverance of these people in the task of building the 

wall. What helps you maintain your determination in the face of difficult spiritual endeavors? 

6. Nehemiah credits God with frustrating the plans of their enemies (v. 15). Where have you seen 

God frustrate the plans of those who are doing evil?  

7. The presence of weapons among the Jewish people was clearly for defensive purposes in case 

of attack (vv. 16-18). What might this tell us about their faith and their attitude toward their 

opponents? What steps can you take to sustain a proper attitude toward those who oppose 

you in some way? 

Apply: What kinds of opposition do you, our church, or other Christian endeavors face? What can we 

learn from Nehemiah’s example about handling opposition?  

Pray:  Pray that God would enable us to handle opposition in faith-filled, God-honoring ways.  



Nehemiah 4:1-23 

1 Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he was angry and greatly enraged, and he 

jeered at the Jews. 2 And he said in the presence of his brothers and of the army of Samaria, “What are 

these feeble Jews doing? Will they restore it for themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will they finish up in a 

day? Will they revive the stones out of the heaps of rubbish, and burned ones at that?” 3 Tobiah the 

Ammonite was beside him, and he said, “Yes, what they are building—if a fox goes up on it he will 

break down their stone wall!”  

4 Hear, O our God, for we are despised. Turn back their taunt on their own heads and give them up to 

be plundered in a land where they are captives. 5 Do not cover their guilt, and let not their sin be 

blotted out from your sight, for they have provoked you to anger in the presence of the builders. 

6 So we built the wall. And all the wall was joined together to half its height, for the people had a mind 

to work.  

7 But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs and the Ammonites and the Ashdodites heard that the 

repairing of the walls of Jerusalem was going forward and that the breaches were beginning to be 

closed, they were very angry. 8 And they all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and 

to cause confusion in it. 9 And we prayed to our God and set a guard as a protection against them day 

and night. 

10 In Judah it was said, “The strength of those who bear the burdens is failing. There is too much 

rubble. By ourselves we will not be able to rebuild the wall.” 11 And our enemies said, “They will not 

know or see till we come among them and kill them and stop the work.” 12 At that time the Jews who 

lived near them came from all directions and said to us ten times, “You must return to us.” 13 So in the 

lowest parts of the space behind the wall, in open places, I stationed the people by their clans, with 

their swords, their spears, and their bows. 14 And I looked and arose and said to the nobles and to the 

officials and to the rest of the people, “Do not be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great 

and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes.” 

15 When our enemies heard that it was known to us and that God had frustrated their plan, we all 

returned to the wall, each to his work. 16 From that day on, half of my servants worked on construction, 

and half held the spears, shields, bows, and coats of mail. And the leaders stood behind the whole 

house of Judah, 17 who were building on the wall. Those who carried burdens were loaded in such a 

way that each labored on the work with one hand and held his weapon with the other. 18 And each of 

the builders had his sword strapped at his side while he built. The man who sounded the trumpet was 

beside me. 19 And I said to the nobles and to the officials and to the rest of the people, “The work is 

great and widely spread, and we are separated on the wall, far from one another. 20 In the place where 

you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. Our God will fight for us.” 

21 So we labored at the work, and half of them held the spears from the break of dawn until the stars 

came out. 22 I also said to the people at that time, “Let every man and his servant pass the night within 

Jerusalem, that they may be a guard for us by night and may labor by day.” 23 So neither I nor my 

brothers nor my servants nor the men of the guard who followed me, none of us took off our 

clothes; each kept his weapon at his right hand. (ESV) 


