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Week 1: The Blueprint (the map, Purim, and Sabbath) 

Why Context Matters 

“The meaning of a text cannot be interpreted with any degree of certainty without historical-

cultural and contextual analysis” (Virkler & Gebrer Ayayo, 2007) 

There are numerous places where the text just assumes you know that context. It is up to us to 

ask the questions to understand that context. 

 

 

 

The Appointed Times 

Moedim מועדים – an appointed time or place. Especially with the purpose of meeting someone. 

“Also at your times of rejoicing—your appointed festivals [מועדים] and New Moon feasts—you 

are to sound the trumpets over your burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, and they will be a 

memorial for you before your God. I am the Lord your God.” Num. 10:10 NIV 

 

  

 

 



Purim: The Shadow of God 

God is nowhere to be seen in the book of Esther, but his shadow is present everywhere.  

John’s Gospel shows the Passion narrative as a retelling of the story of Esther.  

 

 

 

 

The Blueprint: The Map of Redemptive History 

“These holidays map out the divine plan of salvation, redemption and God’s relationship with 

His people. A Christian cannot afford to miss out on the beautiful and timeless lessons designed 

for our benefit by the very hand of God.” (Betham-Lang, 2013) 

 

 

 

 

Shadows of the Messiah 

Acts 20 and 27 demonstrate a continuing engagement with the Moedim. 

Contextually Col 2:16-17 would be better understood as saying the shadow is a good thing that 

leads you to the reality of the Messiah. 

 

 

 



Shabbat: The Weekly Appointment 

The purpose of work in the Bible is so that we may rest. Rest is the goal. 

Sabbath creates a template and pattern for the world to come. 

 

 

 

Jesus, Lord of the Sabbath 

How does the context of Jesus’ world impact the way we read the Gospels? 

In almost every instance Jesus teaches (not just on the Sabbath, but perhaps especially on the 

Sabbath), his teaching is in line the “school” of Hillel which valued the preservation and 

flourishing of life. 

The sabbath was made (created) for man. Jesus is calling his listener back to the creation order. 

Sabbath is God’s good gift for people; it is a blessing not a burden. 

 

 


